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3 SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Changing Lives, Changing Communities




Portland State University (PSU) seeks a dynamic leader as the next dean of its School of Social Work and invites expressions of interest.  Reporting to the provost and vice president for academic affairs, the dean will have responsibility for providing leadership in academic education, scholarship, fund development, and community engagement activities for one of the top schools in the nation.  The School of Social Work has a Ph.D. Program, the only M.S.W. program in the State of Oregon (and accredited by CSWE), and the only accredited B.S.W. program at a public university.

The new dean will have the opportunity to build on the accomplishments of the faculty and the previous dean including enhancing the school's national reputation, by further developing a strong and productive faculty, attracting well-prepared and deeply committed students, strengthening scholarship, expanding external funding and private support, and increasing the number and quality of partnerships.

The selected candidate will be a recognized leader in research, teaching, and public service with experience in engaging social issues in a wide variety of settings.  Position requirements include administrative experience, proven success in external fund development, and credentials that merit appointment at the rank of full professor at Portland State University. 

Nationally recognized as a leader in community engagement, Portland State University is a center of opportunity for nearly 30,000 undergraduate and graduate students. Located in Portland, Oregon, one of the nation's most livable cities, the University's innovative approach to education combines academic rigor in the classroom with field-based experiences through internships and classroom projects with community partners. The University's 49-acre downtown campus exhibits Portland State's commitment to sustainability with green buildings, while many of the more than 200 bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees incorporate sustainability into the curriculum. PSU's motto, "Let Knowledge Serve the City," inspires the teaching and research of an accomplished faculty whose work and students span the globe.  Five themes guide PSU’s work:  provide civic leadership through partnerships, improve student success, achieve global excellence, enhance educational opportunity, and expand resources and improve effectiveness.

Portland State University invites inquiries and applications for the position of dean of the Portland State University School of Social Work.  The review of candidates will begin immediately and will continue until the position is filled, with the goal that he or she can take office in July 2012.  Please electronically send a letter of interest; current curriculum vita; and the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of several references (who will not be contacted without the candidate’s prior approval).  Nominations are also sought.  All correspondence should be directed, in confidence, to Portland State University’s Witt/Kieffer consultants, Oliver B. Tomlin III at 215/568-2160 or Mary Elizabeth Taylor at 212/686-2676 PSU_DSSW@wittkieffer.com.

Should you wish more information about the search for the dean, please visit the Reception for Portland State University School of Social Work at the 2011 CSWE Annual Program Meeting at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis in Atlanta, Georgia.  The reception will be on Saturday, October 29th, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in conference room M302, representatives will be available to answer questions.  

Portland State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer,
 and seeks candidates who are committed to the highest standards of scholarship and professional activities and a campus climate that supports equality and diversity.  

